
Hel lo Surfers!

Welcome to Apr i l !   Most of  th is year we have been working
through the gospel  according to Mark as i t  is  ‘Year B’  in our
lect ionary,  however because last  month we worked through the
gospel  account of  the Apost le John I  thought we might change
things up a l i t t le.   This month we wi l l  be working through the
Apost le John’s f i rst  let ter .

But,  f i rst  th ings f i rst .   Our Psalm reading speaks of  the
pleasantness of  l iv ing together in uni ty as God’s people 
(Ps. 133).   I t  is  one of  the psalms known to be sung
col lect ively by a group of  bel ievers as they process together to
the temple.   As one of  the shortest  psalms i t  was l ikely to have
been sung repet i t ively.

We have no Old Testament reading today, rather the three
other readings are al l  f rom the new Testament and have a
col lect ive-type theme.  The reading from the Book of  Acts
speaks about the manner in which the ear ly Chr ist ians shared
al l  their  belongings as they awaited the return of  Jesus 
(Acts 4:32-37).  The speci f ics noted in Luke’s account show
how they pooled al l  their  money for distr ibut ion by the
Apost les.

Our gospel  account today is f rom the Apost le John where he
tel ls of  Jesus’  appearance to His disciples,  who had locked
themselves in their  house for fear of  what might be done to
them (Jn. 20:19-31).   Despi te being secured away, Jesus was
able to miraculously ‘ te leport ’  in among them in His newly
raised body.  We read how one disciple,  Thomas, wasn’ t  there
at the t ime and wouldn’ t  bel ieve the others when they told him
what happened, earning him the name ‘Doubt ing Thomas’.

As I  ment ioned ear l ier ,  today we wi l l  begin working through the
f i rst  let ter  of  the Apost le John and start  wi th the opening
chapter of  th is let ter  (1 Jn.  1:1-2:2).   There has been
considerable discussion in the 20th Century about who actual ly
wrote th is let ter ,  and the fol lowing two let ters at t r ibuted to
John, but i t  is  c lear that  i t  is  meant as an encouragement to
ear ly Chr ist ians in the First  Century to ‘know Jesus’  as the
incarnate Word of  God.  We wi l l  d iscuss this a l i t t le more in
today’s sermon.

Don’t  forget tomorrow (Monday 8th) we have our BCA Connect
event in the Fel lowship Hal l  f rom 2pm, and from 2:30pm we
have our Conversat ion Engl ish Class in Nan’s Place, alongside
my of f ice.   Next Sunday we wi l l  be hear ing f rom Stephen
Harr ison about the ministry and mission of  Angl icare,  which is
our mission focus for the month of  Apr i l .

I  pray you have a blessed week.  
J im Raistr ick
Priest- in-charge.

MONDAY 8TH APRIL
8.30am Morning Prayer
9.30am Craft Group
2.00pm BCA Connect  
2.30pm Conversation English

TUESDAY 9TH APRIL
8.30am Morning Prayer

WEDNESDAY 10TH APRIL 
8.00am Indoor Fitness
8.30am Morning Prayer
10.00am Holy Communion
6.30pm Alpha

THURSDAY 11TH APRIL 
8.00am Christian Meditation
8.30am Morning Prayer

FRIDAY 12TH APRIL
JIM’S DAY OFF
OFFICE CLOSED - PARISH
ADMINISTRATOR TRAINING 

SATURDAY 13TH APRIL
8.30am Indoor Fitness
9.00am Music Practice 

SUNDAY 14TH APRIL
ANGLICAN MISSION FOCUS, 
STEPHEN HARRISON
7.30am Holy Communion
9.30am Holy Communion
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Acts 4.32-37 (Page 888)
Psalm 133
1 John 1.1-2.2 (Page 989)
John 20.19-31 (Page 883)

BIBLE READINGS

Paint  Pots,  Pure Dance 
and Mainly Music 
recommence school  term
t ime, the week of  15th 
APRIL 2024 

ACTIVITY  GROUPS & 
CLASSES

7TH APRIL  2024 ,  SECOND SUNDAY OF  EASTER

BIBLE  READINGS 
14TH APRIL
Acts 3.12-20
Psalm 4
1 John 2.15-17:3.1-6
Luke 24.36b-48
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THANK YOU for your ongoing generosity and support, to fund the ministry and mission of 
Surfers Paradise Anglican Church. 

Please continue your kindness as we seek to make Jesus known across our city.
You can do this electronically - BSB : 704-901  Account : 00000630     

Anglican Parish of Surfers Paradise OR ...if you would like to arrange a direct debit 
contact the office—we will email you the ANFIN Parish Direct Form 

or for one-off donations use our QR Code or EFTPOS machine (come in or over the phone).
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

Sunday 
21st Apri l  2024 

at 11.30 am 
Bring a plate to share

Surfers Paradise Angl ican Church 
T: 07 5592 1543 
A: 73-75 Salerno St,  Surfers
Paradise 
E: of f ice@surfersangl ican.au  
W: www.surfersangl ican.au  
Off ice Manager:  Dee Dodd
Off ice open 8.00 am—12.30 pm

CHURCH COMMUNITY NEWS  

Priest- in-Charge
The Rev Jim Raistr ick
M: 0499 773 570
E: j im@surfersangl ican.au

Surfers Paradise Angl ican
Cris is Care Inc.  t rading as 
St John’s Cr is is Centre
36 Hamil ton Ave Surfers
Paradise
T: 07 5531 6013
E: admin@stjohnscc.org.au

JOIN A BIBLE STUDY GROUP in  2024
Please phone/emai l  the contact  person 
to  jo in  a  group:  

TUESDAYS  
12.30 pm    Jane Parry     0403 369 467
3.15 pm      J im Raistr ick
j im@surfersangl ican.au 

WEDNESDAYS  
10.00 am    George Stuart   0407 741 669
11.00 am    Judith  Atk ins     5532 0798  
6 .00pm      ALPHA Barry  Doyle  0412 818 083 

THURSDAYS
7.00 pm      Sandra Upt in    
sandraupt in@ic loud.com 
7.00 pm      Robert  Kel ly    0439 339 395  

In Memory 

Diana Brown 09.04.2024
Helen Kness 09.04.2024
Margaret  Thornton 11.04.2024
Bruce Blaik ie 12.04.2024
Michael  Love 12.04.2024
Yolanda Melvi l le 13.04.2024

Valer ie Stear 08.04.2021 |  Verona Somers-Llewelyn 09.04.2014 |  
Ken Love 11.04.2008 |  Jeanne Croucher 14.04.2011 |  Gai l  Evans 14.04.2021

“Knowing God” J. I .  Packer 
(1926 – 2020)

“Revelat ion does not mean man f inding God,
but God f inding man. God shar ing His secrets

with us,  God showing us Himself .  In
revelat ion,  God is the agent as wel l  as the

object . ”  – J. I .  Packer

“The grace of  God is love freely shown
toward gui l ty s inners,  contrary to their  meri t
and indeed in def iance of  their  demeri t . ”  –

J. I .  Packer

“Once you become aware that the main
business that you are here for  is to know God,
most of  l i fe ’s problems fal l  into place of  their

own accord.”  
– J. I .  Packer


